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Louden-Knickerbocker 
Hall 


A Private Sanitarium for 
Nervous and Mental Diseases 
81 Louden Ave. Amityville 

AMityville 4-0053 




















Farmingdale 
Individual Laundry 
Dry Cleaning - Laundering 
Rug Cleaning 
Broad Hollow Road 


Phone FArmingdale 2-0300 
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Chrysler - Plymouth 
Sales and Service 
MULLER 
Automobile Corp. 


Merrick Road and Broadway 
AMityville 4-2028 and 4-2029 
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Power Brake Sales Service 
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FURNITURE 
8. B. HORTON CO. 
(Established 1862) 
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Schrafel Motors, Inc. 


NASH Sales and Service 
NEW and USED CARS 


Leo F, Schrafel AM 4-2306 














SUNRISE 


Coal Company, Inc. 


Division Household Fuel Corp 


‘Blue Coal’ 
Fuel Oil 


AMityville CHapel 
4-1060 9-0012 
Lladenhurst 
5-0178 
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Meaning of Schodack 


I have just been looking through 
the Long sland Forum for Decem- 
ber 1956, and noticed the article by 
George E. Hart on Schodack. I 
happen to be interested in this 
name because I live in the Town of 
Schodack in Rensselaer County, 
in fact within one mile of Scho- 
dack Center which you would have 
difficulty in finding if you drove 
through it. 

The name Schodack means “the 
fire place of the nation” or “the 
place of the council fire.” It is 
commonly regarded as the tradi- 
tional Mahican capital which was 
on the site of the present Castle- 
ton-on-Hudson. I am sending a 
copy of this letter to Mr. Hart in 
case he should like to have it. 

Albert B. Corey 
State Historian 
Albany 





Well Snake; Sick Man 


I was given your new book ona 
Historic Long Island for Christmas 
and certainly find it lovely to look 
at as well as interesting. Of 
course, having been born and lived 
here all my life makes it more pre- 
cious to me. 

I am much interested in the part 
about Sag Harbor and the old 
water wells there. My mother’s 
brother Everett Mott (who would 
be 95 had he lived) used to follow 
the sea. He lived at Springs in 
East Hampton town when we were 
children. 

They always told us children 
how Uncle Everett sailed out of 
Sag Harbor and, of course, drank 
the water on the ships that came 
from those wells you wrote about. 
When later he became sick and 
awfully thin they claimed that he 
had drunk down a small snake with 
that water and the snake had 
thereafter eaten much of his food. 

They said it was a very tiny 
snake when it entered Uncle Ever- 
itt but that it seemed to like ship- 
board rations and got to be quite 
a big reptile. The story goes that 
somehow they managed to kill the 
critter and so Uncle Everett out- 
lived his retilian tenant by many 
years. 

(Mrs.) Jennie Gordon Byrne 
Patchogue 


FREEPORT 8-1212 
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SWEZEY FUEL CO. 


Coal and Fuel Oils 


Patchogue and Port Jefferson 
GRover 3-0270 Pt. Jef. 555 














Funeral Director 


Arthur W. Overton 


Day and Night Service 


172 Main St. Tel. 1085 Islip 














CASH AND CARRY 
Service 15% Off 
UNQUA LAUNDRIES 
AMityville 4-1348 
Dixon Avenue Copiague 














AMITY AUTO SALES 
Chevrolet Agency 


For Sales and Service 
Parts and Accessories 
Merrick and County Line Roads 
Tel. Amityville 4-0909-4-0910 

















FURNITURE 
Frigidaire 
Home Appliances 


Englander & Simmons 
Sleep Products 


BROWN'S 
Storage Warehouse 


Your Furniture and Appliance Store 


186 Maple St. Phone3l ISLIP, L. I. 
Established 1919 




















Highest Grade 
MEATS 
South Side Meat Market 


Stephen Queirolo, Prop. 


At the Triangle Amityville 
AMityville 4-0212 

















LEIGH’S TAXICABS 
MOTOR VANS - STORING 
WAREHOUSE 
Auto Buses For Hire 
AMityville 4-0225 


Near Amityvile Depot 
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“fetting Out the “Ponds” 


A CUSTOM which goes back 

over 300 years is still 
being continued in Long Is- 
land’s two easternmost town- 
ships of Southampton and 
East Hampton. Known to the 
early colonists as “opening 
the seapoose” and today as 
“letting out the pond,” this 
has been a semi-annual chore 
from the days of the Indians 
who tediously scooped out a 
narrow trench across the 
sandy beach with large white 
seaclam shells to make outlets 
from the ponds to the ocean. 
Today the job is done in a few 
hours with a bulldozer and 
crane. 

In the two townships there 
are four large ponds located 
behind the dunes fronting on 
the ocean. These ponds, Hook 
and Georgica in East Hamp- 
ton and Sagg and Mecox in 
Southampton, are fed by 
small streams and springs as 
well as rainwater and drain- 
age from higher ground. With 
no natural outlet to the sea 
they terd to overflow their 
natural boundaries and flood 
the surrounding lands. Some- 
times nature in the form of 
high tides and pounding 
waves broke a_ channel 
through the narrow beaches 
separating the ponds from the 
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ocean, but generally this task 
had to be done by men. 

The purpose of cutting the 
inlets across the beach seems, 
in the early days, to have 
been to further the propaga- 
tion of saltwater eels, oysters 
and other shellfish in the 
ponds, and in Mecox, to keep 
the water mill operating. To- 
day’s operation is mainly the 
stabilization of the water level 
to prevent flooding of land 
and cellars. 

Forrest Dominy of East 
Hampton who, as a member 
of the Life Saving Service at 
Mecox and later the Coast 
Guard at Georgica from 1902, 
witnessed the cutting of the 
channels across the beaches, 
recalls that sometimes the 
water in the ponds became so 
fresh that eels would slither 
up on the beach looking for 
salt and could be picked up 
by hand. 

Mr. Dominy also reports 
that seine fishermen found 
the two weeks before and af- 
ter election day excellent for 
striped bass fishing. Since 
striped bass are particularly 
fond of the small ‘““mummies” 
from the ponds, cutting a 
channel through the sand to 
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Bulldozer “Cutting the Seapoose”, a Semi-annual Chore that the Indians Did by Hand. 


let the large schools of mum- 
mies out into the ocean to at- 
tract the bass was always 
done in mid-October. 

Cutting the channel, ac- 
cording to Elisha Osborn of 
Wainscott, who has_ taken 
part in the operation over 
fifty times, should always be 
done when the tides are low 
and the ocean calm. “If you 
dig the channel during high 
lunar tides or when the sea 
is rough, “he says, “it won’t 
vo. The surf will fill it up as 
fast as you dig it!” 

Mr. Osborn also recom- 
mends that the digging be 
done from the ocean side. 
“Some people used to think 
if they started digging from 
the pond side the water would 
help cut through. But it 
doesn’t work that way. 
You’ve got to dig it deeper at 
the ocean end so the water 
will carry, or ‘run downhill’ 
from the pond.” 

References to making these 
outlets from the ponds to the 
ocean are to be found both in 
the East Hampton and South- 
hampton town records of the 
1600s. Southampton’s first 
mention is in 1647. 

On the 17th day of the 12th 
month of that year mention 
is made of “the burthen of 
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opening the beach for the 
mill.” 


Again on Sept. 10, 1650, the 
Southampton records recall 
that certain men “are to have 
for their pains three shillings 
per day at the seapoose” and, 
three years later, in October, 
“Captaine Topping. Mr. Ray- 
ner and John White are ap- 
pointed to let and to agree if 
they can with the miller con- 
cerning the alteration of the 
mill to ease the town of the 
burden of opening the sea- 
poose.”’ 


The term “seapoose” and 
occasionally, though wrongly, 
“baypoose’”’ is Indian in origin 
and signified a “little river” 
as explained by James Trus- 
low Adams in “Memorials of 
Old Bridgehampton.” 

Mr. Adams also states that 
in the Narragansett tongue 
the word is sepoesse. The first 
syllable has nothing to do 
with the English word “sea”, 
hut has given rise to our 
English word, sea-puss. 

Originally the landowners 
in the area around the ponds 
got together and dug out the 
channel to let out the pond 
waters, in the fall and again 
in the spring. 

Under the terms of the 
Dongan Patent in 1686 the 
authority of this operation as 
well as the supervision of 
town-owned land and the con- 
servation of the town’s shell- 
fish, fell to the Town Trus- 
tees, a body of men, distinct 
from the Town Board, which 
former group today still re- 
tains jurisdiction over the let- 
ting out of the ponds. 

In the early days the let- 
ting out of the ponds was 
done by hand by men wield- 
ing shovels, then, later, with 
horses and scoops. In 1922 it 
took 100 men and many teams 
of horses and scoops three 
months to open an inlet across 
the beach from Shinnecock 
Bay into the ocean. 

However, opening the “‘sea- 
poose” from the East Hamp- 
ton and Southampton town 
ponds was not quite as exten- 
sive an operation and general- 
ly took three to five days. 


Continued on page 28 
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Bank and Borrow 


AT 


THE FIRST NATIONAL BANK 


AND TRUST COMPANY 


"" BAY SHORE 


OPEN FRIDAY EVENINGS 6:30 TO 8 
128 West Main Street Bay Shore, N. Y. 


Member Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation Member Federal! Reserve System 














Grumman Aircraft Engineering Corp’n 
Bethpage, Long Island, N. Y. 


Designers and Manufacturers of the 


‘Tiger Cougar S2F Sub Killer 
and the Albatross 


Airplanes for the U. S. Navy and the Air Force 














WILLIAM A. NICHOLSON JOHN E. NICHOLSON 
Vice President President 


Nicholson & Galloway 
Established 1849 
Roofing and Waterproofing 


Difficult commissions accepted to correct wall and roof 
leaks in schools, churches, banks, public buildings, ete. 
426 East 110th Street Cedar Swamp Road 
New York City Brookville, L. I. 
LEhigh 4-2076 BRookville 5-0020 














“THE THIRTEEN TRIBES” 
By Paul Bailey 
Third Printing Now Ready. $1 Postpaid 


A brief account of the names, locations, customs, 
characteristics and history of the Long Island Indians. 


ADDRESS LONG ISLAND FORUM, BOX 805 AMITYVILLE 
or FRIEDMAN’S BOOK STORE, PORT WASHINGTON 
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“Rev. °Benjamin ‘Woolsey of *Dosoris 


FTER a twenty years pas- 
torate at Southold, Rev. 
Benjamin Woolsey retired 
and without the responsibil- 
ities of a parish, whiling liv- 
ing with his wife Abigail 
from 1736 to 1756 at Dosoris, 
her 300 acre patrimony 
now lost within the precincts 
of the city of Glen Cove, con- 
tinued at times to hear mar- 
ital vows, console his afflicted 
neighbors, bury their dead 
and frequently preach at 
Hempstead, or more often at 
some private residence, with- 
out a collection. 


What is more and most un- 
usual, the Woolseys often pro- 
vided a free dinner in their 
hospitable home to those who 
came from a distance to hear 
the dominie’s discourse. There 
is no record of like generosity 
during their earlier domicle 
of sixteen years, 1720 to 1736, 
at the East End village, 
where Rev. Woolsey served 
as the third pastor of its then 
Congregational Church. 


The generous parson and 
good wife were of course dif- 
ferently circumstanced dur- 
ing their earlier years at 
Southold than later at old 
Musketa Cove. They had ar- 
rived at Southold with three 
small children, Melancthon, 
Sarah and Benjamin. Later 
additions to the family were 
daughters Mary, Abigail and 
Elizabeth. 


Within a few years after 
the relocation of the family 
at Musketa Cove in close 
proximity to the shore of 
Long Island Sound, the two 
e'dest Woolsey children mar- 
ried into the Lloyd family of 
Lloyd Neck. 

Melancthon Taylor Woolsey 
married in 1742 Rebecca, 
daughter of Henry and Re- 
becca (Nelson) Lloyd, owners 
of the Neck. The young cou- 
ple named their first child 
Theodosia which name there- 
after occurs frequently in all 
branches of the Woolsey fam- 
ily. 


Dr. Clarence Ashton Wood 


Sarah Woolsey, the preach- 
er’s eldest daughter, in 1741 
married John Lloyd, brother 
of Rebecca. John became a 
gentleman farmer like his 
father on the Neck. During 
the Revolution he was em- 
ployed as commissary for the 
State of Connecticut. 

Henry Lloyd, the father of 
John, wrote the following let- 
ter Oct. 10, 1741 to his neigh- 
bor Rev. Woolsey at Dosoris 
relative to the romance ap- 
proaching full bloom between 
John and Sarah: 

“Sir: As my son John has 
sometime made suit to your 
daughter, Miss Sarah, I con- 
clude it is with your and Mrs. 
Woolsey’s approbation; and, 
at his request, I hereby sig- 
nify mine, hoping if they 
come together, it may be to 
their mutual happiness and 
with the good liking of all 
concerned. His circumstances 
being such as to enable him to 
live comfortably without any 
immediate dependence on me, 
I think little need be said on 
that head, only thus far—as 
he is my son and has much of 
my affection, I have, in the 
disposition of what estate I 
possess, considered him as 
such, without being over-con- 


cerned to make an older son 
to the disinheriting of the 
younger children. And I shall 
trust that Mrs. Woolsey and 
you will provide for Miss 
Sarah, as your daughter. | 
pray our best regards may be 
acceptable to yourself and 
lady, not forgetting your 
young lady. I am, sir, your 
very humble servant.” 

Sarah’s younger’ brother 
3enjamin Woolsey married 
Ann Muirson, daughter of Dr. 
George Muirson, physician at 
Setauket. Mary Muirson Wool- 
sey, daughter of that couple 
married March 3. 1777, Timo- 
thy Dwight, president of Yale 
College, 1795 to 1817. 

tev. Benjamin Woo!se\ 
was the son of Capt. George 
Woolsey, born on western 
Long Island in 1652, and 
grandson of George Woolsey, 
born at Yarmouth, England. 
in 1610, who was a grandson 
of an earlier Rev. Benjamin 
Woolsey, minister at Rotter- 
dam, Holland. 

Capt. George Woolsey ot 
Yarmouth had become an 
early resident of New Am- 
sterdam avd in 1647 had pur- 
chased a plantation and house 
at Flushing for his recent 
bride Rebecza Cornell. In 1664 
he acquired land at Jamaica 
from the town. There in 1673 





Dosoris Homestead, Demolished a Few Years Ago. 
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he was chosen town clerk. He 
died 1698. 

Benjamin, the future 
clergyman, was born at Ja- 
maica in 1687 and graduated 
from Yale in 1709 at the age 
of 22. He and Abigail, daugh- 
ter of John Taylor of Oyster 
Bay, were married 1714. Six 
years later he was installed 
in the Southold Church. 

Two years after the settle- 
ment of the Woolseys at 
Southold, Rev. Woolsey bought 
for 300 pounds the land at 
Beaver Ponds, Jamaica, 
which his father had _ in- 
herited. He also bought the 
old school house for twelve 
shillings. 

In 1735 Abigail, the pas- 


tor’s wife, inherited several 
hundred acres at Musketa 
Cove and the next year with 
their six children removed to 
that estate, which Abigail’s 
father had bought from his 
father-in-law, Daniel White- 
head of Oyster Bay, for 300 
pounds. Whitehead had ac- 
quired it for a like sum from 
Lewis Morris of Barbadoes. 
The Woolseys named their 
new abode Dosoris, a contrac- 
tion from dos uxoris, meaning 
wife’s dowry. Capt. George 
Woolsey, Benjamin’s father, 
soon came to live with them. 
tev. Benjamin Woolsey died 
in 1756 while Abigail lived 
until 1771, dying at Stam- 


Continued on page 33 
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Old Buildings at Dosoris. 














Broadlawn Manor Nursing Home 





Especially Constructed Building 


BATH IN EVERY ROOM 


400 Broadway (Route 110), off Sunrise Highway 
Amityville, Long Island 


Gracious Living for Convalescen 
and Retired Guests 
<3 vena > ‘ 
iJ—Recreation Program 
(eJ]—-Rehabilitation Facilities 
{¢}—Post-Hospital Care 


AMityville 4-0222 
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TRAPHAGEN SCHOOL 


OF FASHION For Results 


TRAINING HERE PAYS LIFE DIVIDENDS 
/ Summer, Fall aad Winter Courses 
Professional methods day or eve. All 
branches of Fashion for beginners or 
advanced students. Regents’ Credits 


DAY, EVENING & SATURDAY COURSES 


Now forming for Design, Illustration, Cloth- 
ing Construction and all branches of Fashion 


INTERIOR DECOR. and DISPLAY 
Courses here prepare students for the fasci- 
nating and remunerative fields of commercial 
art. Maximum instruction in minimum time. 

Active Free Placement Rureau 
Send for Cirevlar For Phone CO. 5-2077. 
REGISTER NOW! Our Graduates in Demand! 


Traphagen, 1680 B’way (52 St.) N. Y. 19 








Valentine Gifts 


IN CHINA 
Minton Bone, Spode, Doulton 
Syracuse, Lenox 


IN STERLING 
Stieff Towle Gorham 
IN GLASS 
Fostoria Tiffin Duncan 


And Other Quality Lines 


TOOMEY’S GIFTS 
85 Main St. BAY SHORE 


17 E. Main St. Smithtown 




















Serving. Suffolk 


e Massapequa to Hampton Bays 
e Cold Spring Harbor to 
Greenport 


OVER 30) YEARS! 


LAUNDERING * DRY CLEANING 


BLUE point /aundey 


EMerson 3-6000 











Blue Ribbon 


USED CARS 


Packard Sales and Service 
SCHARD MOTORS 


Merrick Rd. and Bayview Av. 


AMitvyille 4-1438 














Wines & Liquors 


IMPORTED AND DOMESTIC 


Delves Liquor Store 
LICENSE L-1382 
201 Bway., AMityville 4-0033 
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Egrets at Jones “Beach 


OST of us have seen tall 
white heron standing 
like statues on the marsh and 
islands back of the outer 
beach. They appear singly al- 
though a few may be in sight 
at one time. How many of us 
have seen the white heron by 
the hundreds and at Jones 
Seach and in company of blue 
heron and_ black-crowned 
night heron? It does happen. 
I have seen it. 

On Monday, September 10, 
1956, after my wife and I had 
finished supper, we stacked 
the dishes and _ postponed 
washing them until we had 
driven down to the beach to 
watch the water after sunset. 
We crossed the second bridge 
on the Wantagh Parkway— 
the lift bridge over Goose 
Creek—and saw big white 
globs in a wild cherry tree on 
Green Island immediately 
southeast of the bridge. I 
took the car off the parkway 
and looked. The white globs 
were birds, about thirty of 
them, and all but one fast 
asleep with heads under their 
wings. The watcher was the 
topmost bird. He stood on 
long black legs, his ye'low bill 
pointed into the south wind. 
He was a tall bird, more than 
three feet in height. I was 
not very sure of exactly what 
I saw as my field glasses 
were back home. 

As I came from work the 
next afternoon, I stopped to 
tell my good friend and nat- 
uralist, F. Willard Young of 
Wantagh, that I had some- 
thing to show him on Jones 
Beach and that I would pick 
him up at 6 o’clock. We drove 
down and found the birds lo- 
cated as before but in in- 
creased numbers so that they 
spread out into the group of 
pines south of the wild cherry 
trees and northeast of the 
tollgate. There were easily 
one hundred birds of which 
not more than twenty were 
black-crowned night heron 
plus four or five blue heron. 
The night heron (qvawks) 
congregated in the wild cher- 


Julian Denton Smith 


ries; the others in the pines. 
The white heron showed two 
distinct sizes — the larger 
were almost as big as blue 
heron and had yellow bills 
and black legs, the smaller 
had black bills and legs, and 
feet of a deep yellow color. 
We did not see plumes or 
crests on either size bird. Ap- 
parently these two kinds of 
white heron were the Ameri- 
can egret and the snowy 
egret, the latter being the 
smaller. 

“Chick” Young and I de- 
cided to arrive at the beach 
earlier the next day in order 
to take colored pictures of the 
birds. As the pictures turned 
out, black-and-white would 
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Blue Heron, from Wocdcut by the Late 
Loring W. Turrell, M.D. 


have been just as good but we 
had both cameras loaded with 
color and no chance to shift 
film. 

We parked at the toll gate 
5:30 Wednesday afternoon, 
September 12th, and found 
easily three hundred birds 
flying around and settling in 
the wild cherry and pine 
trees. There were perhaps 
twenty-five quawks and as 
many blue heron. All the rest 
were the two kinds of white 
heron. We clicked our cam- 
eras almost to our hearts’ 
content. Chick crawled be- 
neath the trees in an effort 
to get closer shots of the 
white birds against deep blue 
sky. There was too much 
poison ivy under those trees 
for me” We are not good 
friends! The birds became 
scary, the white ones being 
especially fearful and _ rest- 
less. The blue heron allowed 
us to come closer. The quawks 
were the last to leave and 
they did so reluctantly with- 
out haste. 

As previously the quawks 
remained by themselves in 
the wild cherries and the 
other three types mixed in 
the pines. I do not think the 
blue heron showed any at- 
tempt to keep to themselves. 
The same was certainly true 
of the egrets. Only quawks 
appeared to appreciate their 
own company. Other kinds of 
birds were in the immediate 
locality but they did not 
bother the heron and the 
heron did not seem to notice 
them. 

I drove to Jones Beach each 
evening for the remainder of 
the week and a few times in 
the next week. I found that 
some heron were always pres- 
ent in the trees. One night 
there would be only snowy 
egrets. Another night a| 
four kinds. Whenever quawks 
roosted, they kept to them- 
selves and used oniy the wild 
cherry trees. The number of 
birds varied from’ twenty- 
five to two hurdred and fifty. 

Continued on Page 34 
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Letting Out Ponds 


Continued from page 24 


Once opened the “seapoose”’ 
“eut’’ stayed open for a few 
days, weeks or even months 
denending upon weather con- 
ditions. The ponds generally 
empty themselves in twenty- 
four hours, widening the 
man-made channel as the 
water rushes seaward. 

Gradually the cut is filled 
in by the action of wind and 
water from the ocean side. At 
one time in recent years Me- 
cox stayed open for an entire 
winter and summer. 

Because of the danger of 
rushing water once the cut is 
opened, oldtimers learned to 
be on the “right side” of the 
cut once the waters started 
going out. Crossing the cut 
while the water is running 
is dangerous, and at least one 
life has been lost—a Coast 
Guardsman from Georgica 
named Church, who, in patrol- 
ling the beach as was the cus- 
tom until the close of World 
War II, was drowned crossing 
the cut. 

While those who worked on 
the “seapoose” in the early 
days received but three shil- 
lings per day, according to the 
town records, today’s opera- 
tion is done on a contract 
basis, the cost running be- 
tween $35 and $50 for cutting 
out Georgica, Mecox and 
Sagg. 

Hook Pond, in East Hamp- 
ton village, was stabilized 
many years ago and the work 
redone last year at a cost of 
about $16,000 by the village 
with some assistance from 


the Maidstone Club and resi- 
dents of the Hook Pond area. 

For this huge pipes, fitted 
with special tide gates and 
control valves were buried in 
the sand and a high dune 
built up and covered with 
beach grass. 

The pipeline provides a 
permanent outlet for the pond 
once it reaches a_ specified 
level. Eventually similar sta- 
bilization projects may be 
used at the other ponds, but 
meanwhile the centuries’ old 
custom continues each spring 
and fall. 





Dominy Genealogy 


“Genealogical History of the 
Dominy’s Family” is the title of a 
large volume compiled by Newton 
J. Dominy, Historian, of Dublin, 
Ohio. Abundantly illustrated with 
photographs, maps and charts, it, 
is a book which has its place in 
any Long Island collection as it 
gives considerable space to this 
part of the country, especially 
East Hampton town where the 
Dominy family in America early 
took root. 

The Dominys have played impor- 
tant parts in Long Island history 
for three centuries and, needless to 
say, members thereof have been 
mentioned time and again in the 
Forum’s columns. The Dominys, 
father and son, who made famous 
clocks during the 18th and 19th 
centuries, have been the subject 
of more than one story. Several 
members of the family had heroic 
careers in the old Life Saving Ser- 
vice. A number have won renown 
as hotel proprietors. 

We congratulate Historian Dom- 
iny of Dublin, Ohio, upon the 
splendid task he has performed in 
compiling and publishing the fam- 
ily’s records. 





What would us old fellows do 
without the Forum? Osman C. 
Lane, Chief of Police, South- 
hampton. 
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Visitors Welcome 


The General Museum-Library of 
the Suffolk County Historical So- 
ciety, at Riverhead, is open daily 
(except Sundays and Holidays) 
from one to five P 

Visitors always welcome (no 
charge) at this educational insti- 
tution where items connected with 
Long Island’s history, culture and 
natural sciences are on display. 








FE. CLAYTON SMITH 


Established 1913 


Jobber-Replacement Parts 
Tools - Equipment 
218-220 East Main St. 


Babylon Tel. MO 9-0551 








The Bowne House 
Historical Society 
Judge Charles S. Colden, President 
presents 
The Bowne House 
Built 1661 
Bowne St. and Fox Lane 
FLUSHING, N. Y. 

A Shrine to Religion Freedom 
ADMISSION FREE 


Sundays, Tuesdays and Saturdays 1to5 P.M 














Blomquist Laundry 
COMPLETE 
LAUNDRY SERVICE 
11 Cottage Row Glen Cove 
Tel. Glen Cove 4-1105 


Serving the Community 
Since 1900 




















Wines and Liquors 
Large assortment of Popular 
Brands at the Lowest Possible 
Prices and in various size con- 
tainers to suit your needs. Losi’s 
Liquor Store, 170 Park Ave., Amity- 
ville. 








The Barth-Hamilton 
Agency, Inc. 
Complete INSURANCE Service 
George C. Barth. President 


134A Broadway Amityville 
AM 4-6600 and 6601 














First Mortgage Loans 


Phone CHapel 9-2000 








Farmingdale Federal Savings 


and Loan Association 
312 CONKLIN STREET 


3% Per Annum Dividend 


Insured Savings 


FARMINGDALE, N. Y. 
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‘Winter Fourney of 1795 


A JOURNEY was a very im- 

portant thing in the old- 
en days, which was perhaps 
the reason why, when my 


great-great-grandfather Selah 


Strong made a trip from AI- 
bany to Cooperstown in Feb- 
ruary 1795, he wrote daily ac- 
counts of the iourney. This he 
did in a little hand-sewn book, 
for which his wife, Anna 
Smith Strong, the Nancy of 
the spy tales, embroidered a 
cover of fine silk. That little 
book must have indeed been 
precious in her eyes. 


Selah Strong was at that 
time a State Senator at Al- 
bany and his daughter Mar- 
garet, who had married her 
second cousin Joseph Strong, 
was living at Cooperstown. 
From family letters we find 
that she was very homesick 
for Long Jsland, so one can 
imagine what a joy his visit 
was to her. He wrote: 


“February 8. Set out this 
day from Albany at 12 o’clock 
in a sleigh with a Dutchman 
to go to Coopers Town in Ot- 
sego County. The first stage 
wee made was 7 miles from 
Albany at one Tennikes on 
the Road. In traveling this 
distance wee passed the grat- 
est number of sleighs I ever 
saw in so short a space and I 
believe there was not less 
than 50 sleighs aforesaid, sum 
on the way to Albany and 
sum Returning. 


“The next stage wee made 
at Schenectady which was 9 
miles, where wee stopped to 
feed. The innholder’s name I 
have forgot. The whole length 
of this Road the land was nec- 
thing but a sande soil and 
pitch pine timber not worth 
improvement. Schenectady is 
an old settled town containing 
I believe near 200 houses 
mostly built in the Dutch 
style. It is situate on the 
south side of the Mohawk 
River. The riples and falls 
prevents its being navagalhel 
from there down till it falls 
into the Hudson, which causes 


Kate W. Strong 


a considerable trade to stop 
at this place from the western 
country. 

“From this place wee took 
the Ice up the Mohawk and 
the next stage wee made was 
on the south side of the River 
7 miles from Schenectady to 
one Simon Vanantwerpes 
where wee put up for the 
night, but found very poor en- 
tertainment both for food and 
lodging. A number of people 
staid at this Inn from New- 
ingland to settle in the west- 
ern country. This day the 
weather was pleasant which 
melted the snow and made 
sleighing bad. 

“Sunday the 9 of February 
wee sot off to persue our 
journey sum time before sun- 





rise, and followed the road 
about a mile and then took 
the River. The first stage wee 
made was 12 miles distance to 
a Mr. Cliness on the north 
side of the River. At this Inn 
were a great number of 
sleighs and the house so 
crouded thet I found it very 
dificult to get to the fire, but 
with much impertunity I pre- 
vailed with the land lady to 
give me a poor breakfast. 
“The next stage wee made 
was 16 miles to a Mr. Sprawls 
on the north side of the River. 
The most of the way between 
these stages wee kept to the 
River tho in many places the 
ice was so broken by rifts of 
rocks that wee were obliged 
to pass very near the running 
streem. At this place we also 


Continued on page 35 
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Author's Father Snowshoeing in Blizzard of 1888. 


Sketched from Life by Oliver Jergenson. 
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Leading Real Estate Brokers of 





Sayville 





Liltian H. Robinson, Realtor 
Real Estate, Insurance 
Furnished Cottages 
Farms - Homes - Acreage 
169 W. Main St. SAyville 4-1900 
Member of L. I. Real Estate Board 





Munsey Park 


See Wile for 
Worth While Real Estate 
General Brokerage 
Manhasset and vicinity 
DAVID T. WILE JR. & CO. 
8393 Northern Blvd. Manhasset 667 





Mineola 


J. ALFRED VALENTINE 
Real Estate - Insurance 
148 Mineola Boulevard 
Phone Garden City 7-7200 





Hicksville 





SEAMAN & EISEMANN, Inc. 
Real Estate - Insurance 


167 Broadway’ Tel. WElls 1-0600 





; Riverhead 


DUGAN REALTY COMPANY 
Eastern Long Island Country 
Places along Ocean, Sound, 
Peconic, Shinnecock Bays. 








Northport 


EDWARD BIALLA 
ALBERT M. ZILLIAN 
EDWIN N. ROWLEY, INC 
Real Estate — Insurance 
Appraisals 
74 Main Street 
NOrthport 3-0108 and 2272 
Members L. I. Real Estate Board 











EASTPORT 
Edward B. Bristow 
Real Estate and Insurance 


Main Street EAstport 5-0164 














Savings Accounts opened 
and Banking-by-Mail 


The Union 
Savings Bank 


of Patchogue, New York 


The only Savings Bank in 
Western Suffolk County 


Member Federal Deposit 
Insurance Corporation 
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“Autumn Across America” 


John Kieran in The New York 
Times Book Review describes Ed- 
win Way Teale’s latest book as 
“A revelation of the seasonal won- 
ders that lie around us and the 
reflections they caused in the 
searching mind and genial soul of 
the author.” This book, “Autumn 
in America”, is the interesting re- 
sult of the famous Long Islander’s 
twenty-thousand mile journey, in- 
cluding side trips, from Cape Cod 
to California during which he ad- 
vanced with scientific precision to 
constantly remain within the scope 
of our third season. 

As in his previous work, “North 
With the Spring”, now in its fitf- 
teenth edition and like his other 
nature books in their turn up 
among the best sellers, this great 
student and narrator of wild life 
both in the animal and vegetable 
world describes a single season as 
it progresses, in this case across 
the continent rather than as in his 
spring pilgrimage from the Flor- 
ida keys to the Canadian border. 

This latest book is the second in 
a projected four-volume series 
which will cover the country from 
a naturalist’s viewpoint on four 
single-season pilgrimages. Anyone 
who has read this brilliant inter- 
preter of Nature’s lore need not 
be told that his new book has a 
rich appeal for the average Amer- 
ican who, without having made a 
study of nature, has an inherent 
appreciation of its wonders. 

illustrated with Mr. Teale’s own 
photographs, a profession in which 
he excels, published by Dodd, Mead 
& Company, and listed at $5.75, 
“Autumn Across America” de- 
serves a place in every American 
home. 





Hand Harvesting 


Dr. Wood’s wonderful Forum 
article on “Scythes, Cradles, Flails, 
Etc.” impressed me so I felt I 
must write to congratulate him on 
his fine detailed description of har- 
vesiing in days gone by. It also 
brought memories of my boyhood 
during which I frequently did that 
sort of work. 

In our community the neighbors 
all helped one another at harvest 
time. I can recall my father and 
three or four other men cradling 
the grain. They liked to work to- 
gether because practice had given 
them all the same stroke and 
rhythm. They worked so smoothly 
it was a real sight to see them go 
through a field of grain, putting 
the grain in sheaths and tying 
them with straw after it had been 
cut. This was an art and took; 
great skill especially when men 
were working together. 

The jug of switchel I have sam- 

Continued next page 


Port Washington 





Howard C. Hegeman Agency, Inc. 
Real Estate and Insurance 
POrt Wash. 7-3124 185 Main St. 





Commack 
Established — 1925 
JOHN W. NOTT 
Listings Wanted, Farms, Acreage 
Estates East of Huntington 
Jericho Turnpike at Commack, L. I. 

FOrest 8-9322 


Huntington 


HENRY A. MURPHY 
INSURING AGENCY, Inc. 
Real Estate, Insurance, Mortgage 
Loans, Appraisals 
Steamship Tickets 
Cornelius L. Murphy Tel. Hunt. 176 











Wyandanch 


HAROLD S. ISHAM 
All Lines of Insurance 
Real Estate 
Straight Path, Wyandanch 
Tel. Midland 7755 


Mastic 











Realtor—Insuror 
BENJAMIN G. HERRLEY 
MONTAUK HIGHWAY 
Phone ATlantic—1-8110 


Glen Head 


M. 0. HOWELL 
Real Estate - Insurance 
25 Glen Head Road 


Telephone ORiole 4-0491 











Bay Shore 
Auto and Other Insurance 
— Real Estate — 
HENNING & STEEL, Inc. 
83 E. Main, MOhawk 5-0876 & 0877 
Central Islip 











ROBERT E. O’DONOHUE 
Carleton Ave. Tel. 6317 Central Islip 
Real Estate - Insurance 
Established 1911 








W. E. MAGEE, Inc. 
Insurance and Real Estate 
Francis B. Garvey 
Robert Snyder 
Babylon MOhawk 1-2600 














Ketcham & Colyer, Inc. 
INSURANCE 


George S. Colyer, Secy. 
Broadway and Park Ave. 
AMityville 4-0198 \ 
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Homeland 





Uniondale 


PETER P. ROCCHIO 
The Town Agency For 
Real Estate and Insurance 


889 Nassau Road, Uniondale 
Phone HEmpstead 2-6858 








Patchogue 





Realtors—Insurors 


JOHN J. ROE & SON 
125 E. Main St. GRover 5-2100 





Glen Cove 


HAROLD A. JACKSON CO. 
Insurance and Real Estate 
7 W.Glen St. Tel. ORiole 6-1500 
And 15 Forest Ave., Locust Valley. 


Westbury 











HAMILTON R. HILL 
Insurance - Real Estate 
For Westbury and Vicinity 
EDgewood 38-0108 249 Post Ave. 








Floral Park 


EDMUND D. PURCELL 
REALTOR 
Sales - Appraisals - Insurance 
111 Tyson Ave. FLoral Park 4-0333 








Lake Ronkonkoma 





CLIFFORD R. YERK 
Lots, Farms, Shore Frontage 


Homes Acreage 
Rosedale Ave. and Richmond Blvd. 
Telephones Ronkonkoma 8543 and 8859 





East Norwich 


RICHARD DOWNING & SONS 
Real Estate & Insurance Brokers 





North Hempstead Turnpike 
Tel. OYster Bay 6-0592 


" BENJI. T. WEST 


Real Estate -Insurance 


EAST /JETAUKET 
Long island, New York 
& Tel. 101 Setauket a 














Unqua Agency, Inc. 
General Insurance 
Real Estate 
GORDON W. FRASER, Mgr. 
199-A Broadway AMityville 4-0876 




















Hand Harvesting 
Continued from page 30 


pled many a time and found it 
very refreshing on a hot day out 
in the fields. Times have changed 
and in this mechanical age I guess 
there are not many left who ac- 
tually experienced the work of 
harvesting by hand. 

There were no 7 or 8-hour days 
then nor 5-day weeks. It was 10 
hours a day or more and 6 full 
days a week with certain necessary 
chores on the Sabbath and holi- 
days. They were a rugged hard- 
working, honest people—the sort 
that formed the foundation of our 
great country. 

M. M. Prince 
Hauppauge 


Southold’s Oldest Native 


Our family physician, Dr. Ste- 
vens of Southold, says as near as 
he can find out I am the oldest 
native son of Southold town. 

About every man around here 
who can row a boat is called Cap- 
tain, but in my case I began going 
on the water as cook in a lobster 
smack when I was only 12% years 
old and worked my way up until 
I was 24 when I had a new schoon- 
er built which I sailed on the 
coast and also in foreign waters 
for 12 years as master and man- 
aging owner, under a register and 
bond while engaged in foreign 
trade. 

Under those circumstances I was 
entitled to be called Captain but 
some men who have never been 
outside Montauk Point are also 
called Captain. 

Some years ago my friend, Dr. 
Clarence Ashton Wood, wrote an 
article for the Forum telling of my 
birth on January 1, 1859. A lady 
passing our house dropped in and, 
learning that my mother Cordelia 
was having a baby and could not 
get a doctor or anyone else to at- 
tend her, said that our new minis- 
ter, Rev. Elder Wright, had told 
her he had once studied surgery 
but had given it up for the min- 
istry. 

So word was sent to the par- 
sonage and in less than 15 minutes 
the Elder was on hand, his sleeves 
rolled up, and took care of my 
mother as well as myself —98 years 
ago. 

Capt. Willard E. Rackett 
East Marion 





One Good Tern 


I enjoyed Mr. Julian Denton 
Smith’s story on “Sandy the Sand- 
piper” in the November 1956 For- 
um very much, but I’m afraid that 
I have to disagree with his opinion 
of terns. 

In August of 1955 we anchored 

Continued on next page 


East Quogue 


GEO. H. JONES 
Real Estate and Insurance 
Squires Ave., East Quogue 
Tel. Hampton Bays 2-0190 








Wantagh 








W. J. JORGENSEN 
Realtor — Appraisals 
Tel. Wantagh 2210 





Wading River 
WM. L. MILLER & SON 
Real Estate and Insurance 
Phone: Wading River 4323 








Garden City 


De ALEY SE HORTONS 





“*Brooklyn and Long Island's Largest 
Real Estate Organization’ 


721 Franklin Ave. PI 6-5400 








**The Fame Behind the Name”’ 


HARDER 


Extermination Service, Inc. 


Termite Control, Mothproof- 
ing and all other services 


Phone Nearest Office 


GRover 5-2100 HUntington 4-2304 
PArk 7- 2943 1Vanhoe 1-8800 
MOhawk 9-2020 SOuthampton 1-0346 
BEllport 7-0604 STony Brook 717-0917 


F. Kenneth Harder Robert Troup 
President Vice-President 














Mortgage Loans 


First Mortgage Loans 
Are Our Specialty 
When you’ve found the 
home you would like to buy 
or build, consult us about 
financing. 


Su*olk County’s 
Oldest Savings Bank 


Incorporated 1858 
Southold Savings Bank 
Southold, New York 


Member Federal Deposit Insurance 
Corporation 
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One Good Tern 


Continued from page 31 


our boat, the Marie W II, off the 
sandbar just south of the draw- 
bridge on Long Creek, Freeport. I 
swam over to the bar and found a 
tern there who was too weak to 
walk or fly and since the tide was 
coming in and would soon have 
covered the bar I took him back 
to the boat. 

I tried to feed him some bread 
and live killies but he was too weak 








Real Estate Insurance 


EDWARD F. COOK 


East Hampton 
_ Telephone 4-1440 














BELLPORT 
Edward B. Bristow 


Real Estate and Insurance 


Main Street BEllport 7-0143 














Benj. G. Huskisson 
INSURANCE REAL ESTATE 
POrt Jefferson 8-0372 
208 East Main St., Port Jefferson 


























Be’ Siiart! Pick up and go to 
SUFFOLK’S 


FOREMOST 
PHOTOGRAPHIC 
CENTER 


18 Deer Park Ave. 
BABYLON 
BAbylon 6.0927 


SUFFOLK’S FIRST 
GUILD OPTICIANS 











to do anything but drink a little 
salt water. I figured he would 
probably die if he was left alone 
so I fixed a large cardboard box 
on the back deck of the boat so he 
could go into it if he got cold, and 
put nearby a plastic bowl of salt- 
water with a few killies in it. 

At first he was so weak that he 
could only eat one or two small 
killies at a time and I had to put 
them into his mouth. After a few 
days he was much stronger and I 
would put the killies in the bowl 
and he would catch them himself. 
He would sit there next to the bowl 
and watch the killies swimming 
around and then as quick as a 
flash would dart down and catch 
one sideways in his bill and then 
maneuver it around so he could 
swallow it head first. After about 
a week he would eat 8 or 10 big 
killies at a time and I would leave 
a dozen more in the bowl which 
were always gone when I came 
back the next day. 

Nine days after I found him I 
went down to the boat and saw 
him sitting on one of the pilings 
near the dock. He sat there watch- 
ing me for awhile and then took 
ott toward the ocean. 

I do not know if this tern was a 
baby or not, although he seemed to 
be fairly large. If he was a baby 
who was abandoned there, then | 
certainly do agree with Mr. 
Smith’s opinion of their nesting 
practices. However, in the time 
that I had this tern he was always 
very friendly and he even seemed 
glad to see me each day; probably 
because he knew it meant another 
free meal. 

Richard A. Winsche 
Bellerose 


Bethpage Meeting House 
It was the second Quaker Meet- 
ing House at Bethpage which 
burned during the blizzard of 
1888. The third and present build- 
ing was erected in 1890, and I was 
taken as a babe in arms to the 
first meeting therein by a well 
known Elder, Phoebe Carpenter 
Wright, a New Jersey Friend. 
Jesse Merritt 
Nassau County Historian 





Babylon 





CHARLES F. PFEIFLE 
Licensed Real Estate Broker 
Lots - Plots - Acreage 


W. Main, by Lake MOhawk 9-0644 








LONG ISLAND 


Allagertt, REAL ESTATE 


for more than 40 years 


Main office on Main road at 
Mattituck. Tel. Mattituck 9-8434. 
Nassau County office at 1699 
Northern Blvd., Manhasset. Tel. 
Manhasset 7 2646. 








Patchogue Estates, Inc. 
REAL ESTATE 


160 Oak St., GRover 3-0372 
FRANK SILVERMAN 

















LEON R. EDELSTEIN 
Babylon Town Real Estate 
Wanted to Purchase old L. I. 
Maps, Documents. 
639 Sunrise Highway Babylon 
Tel. MOhawk 9-1144 














Hubbell, Klapper & Hubbell 
LONG ISLAND REAL ESTATE 


65 Hilton Avenue 
Garden City, N. Y. 














REAL ESTATE 


Insurance Mortgages 


JOHN T. PULIS 


101 Richmond Ave, Amityville 
AMityville 4-1489 














SAVE 











With Insured Safety 
With Convenience 
OPEN AN ACCOUNT TODAY 


Day Suors Fepgrat, Savtncs 


3% Dividend Paid 














Che 
Suffolk Group 


MUTUAL FUND, INSUR- 
ANCE, TAX CONSULTANTS 


RETIREMENT AND 
ESTATE PLANNING 
CERTIFIED 
PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT 
190 Meriick Road, Amityville 
Tel. AMityville 4-3452 

















32 




















FEBRUARY 1957 LONG ISLAND FORUM 


Rev. Benjamin Woolsey In 1850 the property was had been enlarged eight years 
acquired by George James’ before, was then a double 


Conti 1 from page 26 ° ° : 
ae, eae Price. The mansion, which Continued next page 


ford, Connecticut. Three 
fifths of Dosoris was devised . 
to their son Melancthon and : 

the remainder to his brother 
Benjamin. In 1760 Nathaniel 
Coles bought Dosoris, paying 
Melancthon 4,000 pounds for 
his shares and Benjamin 
3,600 pounds. Thereafter the 
property was bequeathed to 
John Butler Coles and Gen- 
eral Nathaniel Coles. 

Rev. Woolsey was interred 
in a private burying ground 
located on a knoll about 200 
rods northeast of the Dosoris 
residence where sixteen years 
earlier his father had been 
buried. Dr. Epher Whitaker 
a century or more later 
found the burying ground a 
grove of locust trees while 
Dr. Benjamin Woodbridge 
Dwight of Clinton, N. Y., a 
descendant, described Dosoris 





Dy 
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+ 


as being in a most “forlorn The Old Mill at Desovis. 
and forbidden state.” 


This and the other Dosoris Pictures in this Story are from Photos by the late Carl Kohler 








THE “HISTORY HOUSES” 


OF THE FUTURE 


Are Being Financed by Your Savings Bank Now 





HOME BUILDERS AND BUYERS MORTGAGE HOLDERS 


Mortgage Loans on Most We Purchase or Refinance 
Favorable Terms, Lowest Existing Mortgages on 
Rates. No Appraisal Fee Approved Properties 





RIVERHEAD SAVINGS BANK 


84 YEARS OF SERVICE TO SAVERS AND HOME OWNERS 


RIVERHEAD, N. Y. PARK 7-3600 
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Rev. Benjamin Woolsey 
Continued from page 33 
two-story structure with a 
wide hall running through 
the center from youth to 
north, the west end having 
been the home of Rev. Benj- 
amin and Abigail (Taylor) 
Woolsey. The building has 

since been demolished. 





Jones Beach Egrets 


Continued from Page 27 


I begin to wonder how long 
these birds have -been with 
us. 

It seems reasonable that 
my wife, Mr. Young and I 
have witnessed something a 
bit unusual for Long Island. 
Mr. Young has been around 
the bay all his life and had 
never before seen a ganging 
up of heron in our waters al- 
though he had observed it 
several times in Florida. Per- 
haps a Forum reader has had 
a similar experience. I should 
like to know about it. 

The heron family is an in- 
teresting group of birds. They 
are not cranes by any means. 
Cranes fly with long necks 
stretched straight out in 
front. Heron fly with heads 
drawn back near the shoulders 
and neck folded into a flat 
S. The feet hane out in back 
horizontally and look for all 
the world like a pair of oars. 
There is nothing hurried in 
the flight of heron. The wing- 
beats are measured, deep and 
deliberate—almost leisurely 
slow. The birds are clumsy in 
landing and taking off, due no 
doubt to controlling the long, 
lanky, awkward legs. It 
seemed to me the birds would 
fall through the trees before 
they could get their feet onto 
the branches. They moved 
about in the trees as though 
their feet were covered with 
blisters and carbuncles. 

1 understand heron are ex- 
tremely light birds for their 
size. Blue heron become 4 feet 
in height with a wing spread 
of 6 feet, yet they weigh not 
more than a few pounds—the 
hores must he hollow. The 
large egrets that we saw be- 
come 3!, feet tall and weigh 
a couple of pounds. Heron are 
gaunt creatures, half fam- 
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ished and at all times more or 
less emaciated no matter how 
plentiful and available their 
food supply. They are equip- 
ped to digest their food rap- 
idly, extremely rapidly, which 
enables them to “stuff” them- 
selves when they feel like it 
and food is abundant. 

Heron eat fish and other 
kinds of aquatic life. Blue 
heron at times depart from 
the family tradition to hunt 
and eat ground squirrels and 
field mice. I like to watch 
heron when they are feeding. 
They are wonderful fisher- 
men. They know within the 
tiniest fraction of an inch 
just how far their bill will 
reach and exactly how long it 
will take to get it there. 


Blue heron, especially, ex- 
hibit perfection in fishing 
technique. They stand mo- 
tionless and statuesque in 
shallow water. Their yellow 
eyes watch every movement 
in the water. When a fish 
comes in range, the eyes nev- 
er iInse track of him. At 
length the fish is close 
enough and the heron strikes 
with a sudden thrust of the 
neck ard bil. He seldom miss- 
es and immediate'y returns to 
the frozen, statue-like pose to 
watch for the next fish swim- 
ming into his field. 

Blue heron’ can _ stalk 
around in shallow water with- 
out causing a ripple. They 
slide their feet into and out of 
the water. It is almost im- 
possible to imagine this 
graceful and stealthy walk 
which is a wonderful advan- 
tage in securing a meal on the 
fin. This stepping around 
must be seen to be believed. 

A heap of pleasure is to be 
had in watching heron for 
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they are one of our most fas- 
cinating bay birds. You will 
need considerable patience 
and stick-to-itiveness if you 
are going to learn much about 
them—but they are worth it. 





Geese Over Riverhead 
Your book arrived by this noon’s 
mail. When I came into the house 
at two-thirty Mrs. Wells says to 
me, “You mustn’t buy books if you 
want me to get anything done.” 
That much she likes it! So do I. I 
too have the yen for versifying, 
such as 
I love to see the wild goose fly 
To call of coming Spring. 
The fluid V in trackless sky 
Is freedom on the wing. 
I love to hear the gander call 
Directing northern flight. 
Unerring thru the cloud or squall 
And moon-lit quiet night. 
Then when in Fall the honkers go 
Toward home on beating wing 
They give one call to let me know 
There’s plan to everything. 
Leslie T. Wells Riverhead 
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plus” 


YOU CAN EARN 


up to 1% above the 
regular rate of dividend by 
saving systematically on a sched- 
uled monthly basis. Send for free handy 
save-by-mail kit. 
Suffolk County Federal 


Savings and Loan Ass’n 
Babylon, N. Y. Smithtown, N. Y. 


Member Federal! Savings & Loan Insur. Corp. 














trated. Postpaid $1. 








‘Long Island Whalers” 


By Paul Bailey 


The history of whaling by L. 1. ships and men for 
more than 200 years, briefly told. Showing the begin- 
ning, the rise, the peak and the decline and finish of 
the industry between the 1640’s and 1870’s. Well illus- 
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Winter Journey 


Continued from page 29 


found the house crowded with 
sleighs and people. 

“From here wee followed 
the River about 2 miles fur- 
ther and then turned off to 
the south or south west. The 
whole length that I traveled 
on the River the lands on each 
side are ruf and mountainous. 
Except some small flats on 
each side an island in the 
River which is exceding rich 
and fertile, producing pees 
and grass in abundance. Altho 
the soil is so extreemly Rich 
the fruit trees appear small. 
These flats are all settled with 
Dutch people. 


‘‘Wee then persued our 
course about 6 miles through 
an exceedingly ruff hilley 
Road where my Courier end- 
ed his joiney. I was then 
about 19 miles from Coopers 
Town about three of the clock 
in the afternoon. I was very 
desirous of Reaching my port 
and as providence ordered at 
the Inn where wee stopped, I 
found a Mr. Porter by name 
with a pair of horses who I 
engaged to take me on to my 
desired port for two dollars. 
I imediate imbarked with my 
new host, persued our Road 
6 miles when we stopped to 
feed our horses and get sum 
poor tea, for I could get no 
dinner before. This place was 
called Springfield. 

“We then set off a little be- 
fore sun set to persue our 
voyage and before dark came 
to the head of the lake caled 
Otsego. Wee had then to cross 
over on the lake 7 miles in 
the night. I embarked on the 
ice with defedence, but put- 





ting confidence in my courier 
who assured me there could 
be no danger, wee arrived 
safe at about 7 in the evening, 
and to my great pleasure 
found my children and family 
well. 

“On the road from the Mo- 
hawk to the lake is the hevi- 
est timber I ever saw before. 
It is of a deferent kind of 
white pine reaching almost to 
the clouds, oak, walnut, 
maple, hemlock, birch, and 
many other sorts. I am per- 
suaded it will produce 350 
cords of wood to the acre. 
This day was very pleasant 
and not cold. 

“Monday 10, warm and 
rainy most of the day so I 
could not travel abroad. 
Coopers Town is situate at 
the south end of Otsego Lake 
and has a pleasant prospect 
of the water, the lake being 
about 10 miles long and one 
broad. The land on each side 
very hilley and ruff and most- 
Jy covered with winter greens 
as white pines and hemlock 
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of a very large size and 
length. The lake empties into 
the Sesquahanna river with 
an easy current but is not nav- 
agable only for small crafts. 

“Tuesday 11, very moder- 
ate and warm with little wind 
from the west, this day rode 
down the Susquehanna River 
6 or 7 miles, found the land 
very ruf and hilly, but the 
soil very rich and fertile, the 
timber very heavy and thick. 
The settlements all new, and 
the settlers very poor, and ac- 
cording to my idears of agre- 
culture must remain so, as 
long as they stay in this coun- 
try. 

“Wednesday 12, fine mod-- 
erate weather with the wind 
at west there is only snow 
enough just to make sleigh- 
ing.” 

So ends my great-great- 
grandfather’s diary. 


We enjoy the Forum but don’t 
get to Long Island as much as 
we’d like to. Mrs. Charles J. 
McDermott, Bernardsville, N.J. 








period beginning January Ist, 1957. 
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CHARTERED 1889 


CURRENT DIVIDEND RATES 


Based on current earnings and the outlook for 1957, we are happy to announce 
that we anticipate paying the following interest-dividend rates for the six months 


INSTALMENT SAVINGS — 
INCOME SAYINGS — 
OPTIONAL SAVINGS — 3% 


Savings made by 10th of any month earn from 
the lst of that month. 


Savings insured up to $10,000 by the Federal Savings 
and Loan Insurance Corp., Washington, D. C 


COLUMBIA SAVINGS 


AND LOAN ASSOCIATION 
WOODHAVEN OFFICE: 
93-22 Jamaica Ave. 
Virginia 7-7041 
SAVE-BY-MAIL — POSTAGE PAID BOTH WAYS 


3%2% per annum 
3%% per annum 
per annum 


FOREST HILLS OFFICE: 
9 Station Square 
BOulevard 3-7500 











RECORDS 


RCA-Columbia- Decca 


Wide Selection of 


POPULAR 
CLASSICAL 
CHILDREN’S 


in all the speeds 
AMITY RADIO 


For Quality Service on TV 
Onthe Triangle A Mityville 4-1177 

















POWELL 
Funeral Home, Inc. 
67 Broadway 
Amityville, New York 
AMityville 4-0172 


Monumental Work 

















Evans 


AMITYVILLE DAIRY, INC. 


AMITYVILLE 
ROCKVILLE CENTRE 
BLUE POINT 
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THE STEADY HAND 


Security National Bank is the steady hand helping to vitalize and guide the 
amazing growth, progress and prosperity pattern of Suffolk County. 


Industrial Giants, Small Businesses, County and Community Governments, 
Educational Institutions and the forward-looking people of Suffolk County 
make Security National Bank, Suffolk County’s leading bank, their center 
for experienced, friendly financial services. 


Security National Bank welcomes the opportunity to serve you, your business 
and the community in order to further the sound and steady growth of 
Suffolk County 


SJuyurly Neon Bank 





FS CONVENFENT OFFICES 
AMITYVILLE ° BABYLON ° CENTER MORICHES * COPIAGUE * EAST NORTHPORT * EASTPORT 
HUNTINGTON °* ISLIP ° LINDENHURST * NORTHPORT * PORT JEFFERSON 
PORT JEFFERSON STATION * ROCKY POINT °* SHIRLEY * WEST BABYLON 


Member Federal Debosit lusurance Corporation 
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“Historic Long Island” 


Here are some further comments 
on “Historic Long Island in Pic- 
tures, Prose and Poetry’, by Paul 
Bailey, which may be ordered from 
the Long Island Forum, Amity- 
ville, at $5 postpaid: 

It is charmingly done and brought 
up many pleasant memories. There 
are many old houses on Long Is- 
land worthy of permanent record. 
Wilbur S$. Howell, New York. 


I found it a source of great en- 
joyment containing a fund of inter- 
esting information. Robert N. Gil- 
more, Counsellor at Law, Brooklyn. 


The book is a dandy. In the first 
place it looks so nice, even from 
the outside—just the way such a 
book should look. I chuckled at 
the rhymes and was pleased that 
Sag Harbor comes in and out so 
often, with the Herald House, the 
Custom House and Whalers Church 
so beautifully pictured. ( Mrs.) 
Nancy Boyd Willey, New York 
(Author and former Sag Harbor 
Historian ). 

A very fine book. We are cer- 
tainly enjoying it. Mr. and Mrs. 
Howard P. Corwith, Chatham, N. J. 

I read your book and enjoyed 
every bit of it. Your idea of break- 
ing it up with some poetry makes 
it much more interesting reading. 
Wish history had been written like 
that when I was in school. Mrs. 
John C. Peterson, Baldwin. 


I believe you have hit a modern 
note with the brief but meaty para- 
graphs throughout the book and it 
is the most profusely illustrated 
history of its kind. Last but not 
least is the spicing added by your 
humorous poetry generously scat- 
tered from cover to cover. Leslie 
Elhoff, Hewlett. 

I like it fine. Robert P. Jonas, 
Centre Island, Oyster Bay. 

This is well done and makes a 
very interesting book. I am glad to 
have it. W. Bradford Harwood, 
Babylon. 

I would just like to tell you how 
much we have enjoyed the book. 
It is really beautiful. Mr. and Mrs. 
Albert DeLong, Amityville. 

I enjoyed reading your book very 
much, especially as I am interested 
in similar fields in Massachusetts. 
Robert G. Munroe, Babylon. 


Your pictures, prose and poetry 
are a delightful addition to my 
library; indeed, to the library of 
anyone with the scent of Long Is- 
land seaweed in his raiment and a 
memory of clam broth, steamed 
clams, clam chowder and clam pie 
in his cranium and tummy. Dr. 
Clarence Ashton Wood, Clearwater, 
Florida. 

“Historic Long Island” reached 
me a short time ago and has given 
me many pleasant hours. Many of 
the photographs are places familiar 
to me and as you know a_ book 
of this kind is sure to bring back 
memories to a few of us long- 
lived folks. You have accomplished 
a delightful piece of work and for 
me you have added to my store of 
boyhood memories. I feel a debt 
of gratitude. Sidney S. Conkin 
(retired journalist), Long Beach, 
California. 

This excellent and much needed 
short history of Long Island, well 
edited and put together, and at- 
tractively bound, is a credit to the 
literature of this famous 
Robert Keene, Southampton. 


island. 


Our Understatement 


As usual, your Forum is won- 
derful and I was especially pleased 
to read Mr. LeRoy G. Edwards’ 
article in the December issue. 
However, I feel that your note at 
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the end of the article, “Mr. Ed- 
wards is today widely known as a 
counselor at law,” could be con- 
strued two ways and out of fair- 
ness to this gentleman would beg 
you to advise your readers of the 
following facts: 

Roy was President of the 1905 
Greenport High School Class and 
was so well thought of that the 
class picture was reprinted in the 
1955 class year book. In his suc- 
cessful life in Nassau County he 
has been amongst other things At- 
torney for the Village of East 
Williston; President of the School 
Board of that place; Assistant Dis- 
trict Attorney for Nassau County; 
President of the Nassau County 
Bar Association; a member of the 
Legal Committee of the Long Is- 
land Baptist Board and a member 
of the M.M. Board of the Baptist 
Committee. In addition thereto he 
was for many years picked by the 
Travelers Insurance Company as 
local Trial Counsel. 

He has many other attributes 
which space forbids setting up. 

To sum it up we might say that 
this guy is the cat’s whiskers. 

Hilary Corwin 
Huntington 

Note: Mr. Corwin is today wide- 
ly known as a counselor at law. 
Editor. 


L. 1. City’s Bodine Castle 


An inquiry comes to the Forum 
as to who built Bodine Castle 
which we are told still stands in 
a lumber yard on the East River in 
Long Island City. The builder is 
said to have been a French noble- 
man who sold it to Bodine. Ac- 
cording to our report the castle 
is replete with a dungeon and an 
underground passage. 








AMITYVILLE 


STATE BANK OF SUFFOLK 


OFFICES 
BAY SHORE BRENTWOOD 
NORTH LINDENHURST 


Member Federal Reserve System 
All Banking Services 2% Interest Paid on Savings Accounts 


Member Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation 














DRY CLEANING 


RUG CLEANING 








FUR STORAGE 


AMITYVILLE 4-3200 
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Traphagen’s Museum Costumes 
Applauded In Fashion Show 


The black and colorfully em- 
broidered bridal costume of Beer- 
sheba, shown here, secured many 
years ago in the Holy Land, that 
spot so much in the news today, 
is one of the rare wedding gowns 
in the Museum Collection of the 
Traphagen School of Fashion. A 
group of these bridal costumes 
created a sensation when shown 
recently in the Empire Room at 
the Waldorf Astoria Hotel. In- 
cluded were authentic wedding 
dresses from foreign countries 
around the world, among them also 
the costumes of a gay yesterday 
from Hungary and Poland; an- 
other group presented American 
brides of 1808 to today, all authen- 
tic, and all modeled by Traphagen 
students. The show, given for the 
Women’s Auxiliary of the Amer- 
ican Society of Mechanical Engin- 
eers, was staged to raise funds to 
aid engineering students. 

Ethel Traphagen, the school’s 
founder and director, and her hus- 
band who was the painter W. R. 
Leigh collected these costumes in 
their travels all over the world. 
It was his wish, as it is now hers, 
to see the Traphagen School with 
its Museum and Library perpetu- 
ated for America’s art and in- 
dustry. 

These old styles from the Collec- 
tion of over 1000 costumes are 
used primarily at the school. The 
great cost of acquiring and main- 
teining them is well worth while 
when the rare value as a visual 
teaching aid is considered. From 
them students create modern de- 
signs, and they are used also as 
inspiration in the design contests 
frequentlv conducted at Traphagen 
by the trade. This season three 








Island’s Largest Display 

Jra J. Friedman, 215 Main Street, 
Port Washington, who has _ the 
largest display of Long Island 
books. maps and other material, 
is selling Historic Long Island in 
Pictures, Prose and Poetry at list 
price exclusively in that territory. 

——Adv. 


such competitions are being spon- 
sored for the student body with 
approximately $1000 in cash prizes. 
Two of these contests will be 
open to students entering the 
school for the February term. 
New classes in Costume Design, 
Sketching and Illustration will 
start the first week in February 
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in the Art Department; in the Clo- 
thing Construction Department 
where Design, Draping, Dress- 
making, Patternmaking and Grad- 
Ing are taught, new students may 
enter at any time. Information is 
available from the Traphagen 
School Registrar, 1680 Broadway 
(52nd St.), New York. 











PETERS 


Delicatessen 


Tel. Amityville 4-1350 


176 Park Ave. Amityville 





























Bayside Federal Savings 


AND LOAN ASSOCIATION 


THREE OFFICES FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE 


GLEN OAKS — BAYSIDE — WINDSOR PARK 
FE 7-7800 BA 9-2700 HO 8-700 
Current 3% Dividend 
Per Annum 
MEMBER: Federal Home Loan Bank System 


Federal Savings & Loan Insurance Corp. 
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Dae, Gorag ale 


What he needs is more 
—__— HOUSEPOWER. Shrinking TV pictures... 
frequent blackouts... octopus tangles... 
slow-heating appliances 
which mean overheated wires—all are signs 
of an outdated electrical system. 


Inadequate wiring in four out of five homes today—even many new homes—keeps people 
from adding electrical equipment they need and want. 
Most of them can’t fully enjoy even the appliances they already have. 


Don’t let lack of wiring spoil your home life. Often, just a 
little more wiring is all that’s needed. In any case, you can 
easily bring your home’s wiring up to date. Modern wiring 
is moderate in cost and there’s no muss or inconvenience. 


You actually owe Modern Wiring to yourself and your family— 


PUT 
FULL 


HOUSEPOWER 


IN 
YOUR 
HOME! 


because— 





LONG ISLAND LIGHTING COMPANY 











THE 
RENDEZVOUS 
in the Continental Tradition 
LUNCHEON — DINNER 


Private Banquet Room 


for Receptions and Parties 
Air Conditioned — Closed Tuesdays 
292 Merrick Rd. Amityville 
Phone AMityville 4-9768 














ZIKOLL’S 
Old Landmark Inn 


A place to relax — 

To dine at leisure in 

an atmosphere of yesteryear 
LUNCHEONS-DINNERS 


Closed Mondays 


845 Merrick Road Copiague 
Tels. AMityville 4-1383-9815 











’ 

Hunt’s Foster House 
(Established 1847) 
Featuring the Finest Foods Anywhere 
Banquets and Weddings 
Call SAvyville 4-4181 
Dinners to 9 P. M. Weekdays 
10 P.M. Saturdays 
Closed Mondays South Road 


off Montauk Hwy. Just South of 
Golden Eagle Monument, Sayville 





Birthday Evidence 


Captain Wilbur <A. Corwin, 
whose article “Birth of the South 
Bay Scooter” in the January 
Forum brought many favorable 
comments, wrote us on December 
16 as follows: 

“l’m 76 today. The morning I 
was born (1880) at Bellport there 
were seven inches of ice on Great 
South Bay. Wind E.S.E., blowing 
and snowing. Four boats, sloops 
and cats, 35 to 40 footers, were on 
the east side of the Town Dock. 
Their owners and others were 
driving green oak and L. I. pine 
spiles, slanting to let the ice run 
over the boats onto the dock and 
not through their sides, as it most 
certainly would have done. 

“IT came to town in the early 
morning and my birth and name 
were announced to that group of 
men by my Uncle Richard B. 
Hamel. 

“That might not seem important, 
but years later when I wanted to 
leave the U.S. I learned that births 
had not been recorded locally until 
after 1881. So I had to obtain af- 
fidavits from those who could re- 
call my “blessed event” 

“My mother signed, as did Mrs. 
William F. Gardiner, a neighbor. 
Another signer was Capt. Barney 
F. King, the last survivor of the 
group that had been on the Town 
Dock on December 16, 1880, and 
had received first hand notification 
of my earthly arrival. And so I 
got my affidavits and was permit- 
ted to leave the country. 

“T tell you this only to show how 
some seemingly unimportant in- 
cidents may turn out to be pretty 
important, as this one was in my 


” 


case. 











“Willie and Herman's" 


La Grange 


Montauk Highway East of Babylon 


Luncheons - Dinners 
Large New Banquet Hall 


Tel. MOhawk 9-9800 














For the Sea Food 
Connoisseur It’s 


SNAPPER 
INN 
on Connetquot River 


OAKDALE 
Phone SAyville 4-0248 
CLOSED MONDAYS 














HARBOR LIGHT 
RESTAURANT 
EXCELLENT CUISINE 
Catering to Small Parties 
M. SWANSON 


AMityville 4-5868 and 4-9704 


Dawes Avenue 


and George Brown Plaza 


Amityville (East) 

















STERN’S 


Pickle Products, Inc. 


Farmingdale, N. Y. 


CHapel 9-024 and (night) 9-0891 
Complete Line of Condiments for the 
Hotel and Restaurant Trade 
Prompt Deliveries Quality Since 1890 
Factory conveniently located at 
Farmingdale 











Closed Until March 5 


GIL CLARK’S 


Maple Avenue Fish House 
L. L.’s FAMOUS 
OYSTER and CLAM 
BAR 
Maple Ave. Dock, Bay Shore 
Margaret E. Clark, Gilbert M. Clark 
Tels. MOhawk 5-1550 and 1551 























Herb McCarthy’ s 


Bowden Cquare 


Southampton, L. 1. 


Cocktails 


Lunch - 
Dinner - Late Supper 


Tel. Southampton 788-684 
































YOU’LL BE GLAD YOU TRIED 


LUNCHEON - DINNER (or SNACK) 


in the restful comfort of 


he Hospitality Shoppe 


where excellent food, skillfully prepared and promptly served, 


123 Louden Avenue 


is primed to meet the better taste. 


Tel. AMityville 4-4000 


Amityville, L. I. 


“ASK YOUR FRIENDS WHO’VE TRIED IT” 




















